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Chairperson’s message

Another year of field trialing is almost over.  It made me think about how much field trialing has grown and changed in the past twenty years.  There is a table in this Voice that shows the growth of field trials from 15 in 1985 to 70 in 2005.  Who would have guessed that there would be as many Dachshund field trials as Dachshund specialty shows!

It has been almost twenty years since DCA first appointed a committee to advise the Board on field trial matters.  TAC has also grown and changed.  I have included the most recent TAC Structure and Purpose document in this issue of the Voice.  It has been revised to include changes from Carl Holder and the DCA Board, including that we no longer use the terms “officers” or “executive committee”, removing tracking tests from TAC’s area of responsibilty and eliminating the nominating committee process and term limits for delegates and the chairperson, vice-chairperson and secretary.  When TAC was young, it helped to have rules to follow.  Now that TAC has matured, it is useful to have a guideline that helps define the structure and work of the committee.

Out of the past and into the future!  In January, I will be judging a Hunt Test for Scent Hounds.  Tests are held under the rules developed by the Bassett Hound Club of America.  While this test and title are not yet recognized by the American Kennel Club, AKC is watching and waiting to see how this event develops.  If there is enough interest and participation, it could be developed into an AKC event just as den trials, that were held exclusively by the American Working Terrier Association, became an AKC event.  If there isn’t enough interest, the test could continue outside of AKC for those interested in obtaining a BHCA title and showing off their dog’s abilities.

More AKC news – the AKC Board of Directors adopted an accelerated approval process for performance events effective December 1, 2005.  Please look over the summary of discussions with AKC included in the Voice.  This accelerated approval process was started for new clubs with experienced trialers so it wouldn’t take three years to become licensed - maybe this could benefit the new Iowa and Ohio clubs when they are recognized.  AKC has agreed to also use it to help existing clubs get licensed for field events.
AKC recently recognized that their computer programmer forgot to include the ten trial rule into the program for field trial judging approval.  This had been handled by TAC for many years but in 2001 AKC changed the field trial rules to incorporate DCA’s desire for experienced judging teams.  Clubs apparently followed this rule very well until this year when an inexperienced slate of judges was approved.  I am feeling real good about working with AKC to get this fixed, so good that I am ready to help them with their math.  In a stake with 30 starters the third place dog is supposed to get 1/3 point for each dog in the stake.  Most of us think that 30 times 1/3 is 10 but AKC insists that it is 9.9999!  AKC insists that one multiply 30 times .3333 to get the answer.  Barbara Teigen suggested that AKC multiply by .3334 and get 10.0002.  Making this change could eliminate a dog getting 34.9999 points and not finishing when it should actually have 35 points and be a field champion.  Wish me luck!

Carrie Hamilton has asked that I provide additional information regarding aggressive dogs at field trials.  I had included information in an earlier Voice but will include more now.  I will expand this to talk about aggressive handlers also.  I am only using the word aggressive to force this to fit in with the aggressive dog topic.

Many of you are already making plans for the 2006 National events.  This past March, I met with DCMA members in Georgia, and offered TAC’s assistance.  I have spoken with Penny Wimer on a number of occasions since then to assure her that we are eager to help.  Recently Penny has asked that DCA members willing to be on the committee list for tracking, field trials and earthdog tests contact her at pjw890@aol.com or 404-298-9132.  She may also be looking for assistance with tracklaying and for the earthdog test on Sunday.  Please be generous with offering Penny your help.  Information on the 2006 National field trials, earthdog tests, TAC Annual Meeting and TAC Awards Dinner can be found in this Voice.  Updates, information on how to advertise in the field events program and provide support through donations can be found at www.dca2006.com.

Jean Dieden continues to provide field trial results to the DCA Webmaster.  Please visit the DCA website to see a list of winners.  The final 2005 DCA Merit Point standings will be in the next issue of the Voice.  Please contact any one of the Trial Advisor Committee members listed below if there is anything you would like published in the Voice.

Best wishes for a safe and happy holiday season with your hounds,

Larry Gohlke

Larry Gohlke, Chairperson

gohlke@centurytel.net

Judy Gallamore, Vice Chairperson

Showdog2000@yahoo.com

Jean Dieden, Secretary

jmdieden@whidbeyisland.com


Selma McNamara, Region 1 Delegate

ispydox@yahoo.com

Steve Shultz, Region 2 Delegate

Sps215@yahoo.com

Cathy Gunn, Region 3 Delegate

cathy@mtproductions.com

Cheri Faust, Region 4 Delegate

minidoxies@charter.net

Brian Owen, Region 5 Delegate

shadowdachs@yahoo.com

Michael Nothstein, Region 6 Delegate

jrzteckel@comcast.net
Structure and Purpose of The Dachshund Club of America’s

Trial Advisory Committee (TAC)

DCA Board approved February 9, 2002

Revised to reflect DCA Board actions of 11-01-03 and 04-10-05

I. Objectives
A. Promoting American Kennel Club and Dachshund Club of America field trials and earthdog tests.

B. Implementing the policies, rules and directions of the American Kennel Club and Dachshund Club of America at these events.

C. Encouraging sportsmanlike competition and to do all possible to improve Dachshund field qualities in accordance with the AKC Dachshund Standard.

II. Responsibilities, shall include but not be limited to:
A. Providing support to the DCA Board of Directors by:

1. Providing information, advice and making recommendations as requested by the DCA President and Board of Directors concerning Dachshund Field Event policies in such areas as:

a. AKC Dachshund Field Trial Rules,

b. AKC Requirements for Dachshund Field Championships and

c. Dachshund Field Trial Judges Qualifications.

2. Reporting regularly to the DCA President and the Board of Directors.

3. Providing material for the DCA Newsletter.

4. Assisting in the development of educational, training, and promotional materials relating to field trial and earthdog events.

5. Providing information to the DCA Awards Chairperson and the DCA Merit Awards Chairperson.

6. Working with the host club(s) of the National field trial and earthdog test by assisting in the development of a budget for the events and providing a ranked list of judges selected for the National events.

B. Providing support to local clubs by:

1. Assisting in scheduling event dates to avoid conflicts;

2. Scheduling committee meetings and providing opportunities for input; and

3. Distributing AKC and DCA news, reports and other information on field trial and earthdog events.

III. Committee Structure
A. The Trial Advisory Committee shall consist of one Delegate selected by each DCA Region, and a Chairperson, Vice Chairperson and Secretary appointed by the DCA Board.

B. DCA members interested in serving as Chairperson, Vice Chairperson or Secretary  may notify the DCA Secretary or President.

C. Regions must notify the TAC Chairperson, Vice Chairperson or Secretary of any delegate change.  Regions sending an alternate Delegate to meetings must provide a letter stating that he/she is the Region’s selected alternate in order for said Delegate to vote.

IV. Meetings and Voting
A. Meetings may be called by the Chairperson or by five or more committee members.

B. The committee will meet at least once annually.

C. Meetings may take place in person, electronically, or via telephone conference call.

D. Each committee member shall have one vote.

E. Voting may be conducted at meetings, electronically, via telephone conference call or by mail.  Affirmative action of voting electronically, via telephone conference call or by mail will require majority support of the entire committee.

The Trial Advisory Committee shall be observant so as to keep itself advised of events and actions pertaining to or having an effect on dachshund field trials and earthdog tests, and shall consider such matters upon it’s own initiative, and make appropriate recommendations to the DCA Board of Directors.

The Trial Advisory Committee shall conduct itself in a manner best suited to protect and advance the interests of the breed, the Dachshund Club of America, and Dachshund field events.


December, 2005

ACCELERATED CLUB APPROVAL PROGRAM FOR PERFORMANCE EVENTS

Submitted by:

Cheri Faust, Region IV TAC Delegate

The minutes of the November, 2005, AKC Board of Directors meeting included two related items referenced, in part, as follows:

“Retriever Field Trial Accelerated Approval

The Board considered a recommendation from the Delegate Field Trial and Hunting Test Committee to implement a plan to expedite the licensed trial eligibility of Retriever Field Trial Clubs that met certain criteria. A club that qualifies may be approved to hold a licensed Retriever Field Trial on a probationary basis, under the following conditions….Following a motion by Mr. Goodman, seconded by Mr. Marden, it was VOTED (unanimously) to adopt the above program, effective December 1, 2005.

All Performance Events

The Board considered a proposal to extend the above Accelerated Club Approval Program to all Performance Clubs. Following a motion by Dr. Davies, seconded by Mr. Merriam, it was VOTED (unanimously) to approve this proposal, effective December 1, 2005.”

After speaking with Bill Speck, Consultant, AKC Performance Events, it was clarified that:

The accelerated approval process does include Dachshund specialty clubs interested in holding performance events, i.e. earthdog tests and Dachshund field trials.  While the primary focus is on new clubs, existing clubs would be considered for this program.  All clubs will be considered on a case-by-case basis.

This program is designed to assist those clubs whose members have a vast amount of experience in holding performance events towards quickly hosting licensed events.  Clubs requesting accelerated approval to hold licensed events are not required to hold the previously required sanctioned events.

The accelerated program requires prior approval from AKC Club Relations.  To request participation in the accelerated approval program, clubs must direct a request to Mike Liosis in Club Relations with a membership roster detailing each member’s experience in performance events, particularly experience organizing and running the specific events requested, as well as experience judging, training and exhibiting at these events.

This program does not apply to other events, such as tracking tests, obedience trials and other companion events.

AGGRESSIVE DOGS

AKC has recently put emphasis on reporting aggressive dog behavior as defined by Chapter 7, Section 14 below.  Most of us agree that it is better to fix a problem than to wait until someone or a dog is injured.

It is very rare to see dogs that act aggressively at field trials or earthdog tests.  It is less rare to see dogs that react aggressively at these events.  When a dog isn’t behaving, it may be the dog’s fault, but sometimes this is the result of handlers putting their dogs into uncomfortable situations and not because the dogs are poorly behaved.  For example, there have been times when dogs have lunged at other dogs by the gate going into the field.  We could do better at anticipating the potential for confrontations when there are lots of excited dogs and handlers in the gate area.  Once I helped a handler who was trying to get a dog to the line.  Even though we said we were coming through, very few of the other handlers with dogs moved off the crowded path or watched their dogs more closely.  I would suggest that we all be more aware of these situations, and avoid them.  It could be as easy as giving everyone some space.

I hope that handlers evaluate the suitability of a dog’s behavior before entering it in an event.  When this doesn’t happen, there could be instances when a dog’s behavior really is so poor that other handlers don’t feel comfortable putting their dog on a line with it.  The event committee can deal with situations like this ONLY if they are aware of it.  Filing a complaint against the handler means potentially holding a disciplinary hearing and barring the handler from all AKC privileges, including not being able to register dogs with AKC and not being able to enter any of their dogs at AKC events.  Pretty harsh!  Filing a complaint against the dog is less harsh.  The event committee could consider not accepting this dog’s entry at their event or removing it from the event if already entered.

The event committee should take complaints of improper dog behavior seriously.  Imagine the liability to a club if a handler asks to have a dog removed from an event or to not allow a dog to enter an event if later that dog happens to injure a person or another dog.  The doctor bills or vet bills could be the club’s responsibility.  Committee members for regional events sure wouldn’t want to put DCA in the position of liability.
I hope you might review the following AKC rules so you are prepared to handle situations at future events, either as a handler or as a member of the event committee.

Field Trial Rules and Standard Procedure for Dachshunds

Chapter 7: Entry Requirements and Eligibility
Section 12. A Field Trial Committee may decline any entries or may remove any Dachshund from its trial for cause, but in each such instance shall file good and sufficient reason for so doing with The American Kennel Club.

Section 14. Any dog, that in the opinion of the Event Committee or The American Kennel Club, attacks a person or a dog at an AKC event, resulting in injury, and is believed by that Event Committee or The American Kennel Club to present a hazard to persons or other dogs shall be disqualified. When the dog is disqualified by the Event Committee pursuant to this section, a report shall be filed immediately with the Executive Secretary of The American Kennel Club. The disqualified dog my not again compete at any AKC event nor be on the grounds of an AKC event unless and until, following application for reinstatement by the owner to The American Kennel Club, the owner receives official notification in writing from the AKC that the dog’s eligibility has been reinstated.

AGGRESSIVE HANDLERS
The title to this should be dominant handlers or something softer, but I am using this term so it can be included with the aggressive dog piece included in the Voice.  Most of the handlers at our events know the judges very well.  When a handler tells the judge what he or she thinks about their judging or whatever during a trial it certainly looks like there is an attempt to influence something!  Imagine how this looks to someone that is at their first event.  If these comments were considered improper and caused them to not come again, this could be grounds for disciplinary action.  We might do this with a friend, but it certainly isn’t permissible with a judge!

I have included portions of the AKC procedures for Dachshund field trials and guidelines for dealing with misconduct for your consideration.

Procedure 1-C makes it clear that it is the field marshals that advise the judges.  If a handler wants the judge advised of something, the handler should go to the marshal - NOT to the judge.

Procedure 6-O states that once the dogs “have been laid on a line together or have harked in to one another, the duties of the handlers shall cease until further instructed by the judges.”  You are out of line unless the judge asks you to complain!

I included 6-B and 6-M because of a recent situation at a trial.  I had always thought that when a dog was interfering with a bracemate and picked up that it was not needed for the rest of the trial.  Now I realize that this may not be the case.  Here’s what happened.  Two dogs were put down in second series.  One of the dogs, for whatever reason, snapped at the other dog.  The incident was over quickly and the dogs were released.  One dog ran very well and the other didn’t seem interested in following or working the line.  The judges decided that the dog that ran well might have interfered with the other dog causing it to not run the line.  The judges weren’t in a position to see if either dog had caused the incident but they did feel that the one dog might have been thrown off its game by the other dog.  They called for another rabbit for just the one dog but it didn’t run the line by itself either.  The dog that might have caused the interference performed well enough that the judges wanted to continue giving it consideration.  There were no other incidents with subsequent bracemates, and the dog did receive a placement.  I think this was a very appropriate use of Procedure 6-B and 6-M, and gave each dog an equal opportunity.  It’s nice to learn something new!  Keeps life interesting.

Please try to keep your actions in check by thinking how others might view them if they were at their first event.

Standard Procedure Governing Dachshund Field Trials

Procedure 1. Management
1-C. The Field Trial Committee shall appoint a marshal or marshals to carry out the orders of the judges. Marshals may advise judges but must carry out the instructions of the judges whose decision is final…

Procedure 3. Judging
3-E. The judges shall not permit any person who is handling a Dachshund to make any unnecessary noise, nor to conduct oneself in a disorderly manner, nor to interfere in any way with an opponent's Dachshund. Judges shall report promptly to the Field Trial Committee for appropriate action any person handling a Dachshund that, during the running of a class, fails or refuses to comply with the judges' orders, or who uses abusive language to a judge or otherwise conducts himself in a manner prejudicial to the best interests of Dachshund field trials.

Procedure 6. Instructions to Judges
6-B. .....When running a brace in any series, if a Dachshund interferes with its brace mate in such a manner as, in the opinion of the Judges, to render it impossible for the non-offending Dachshund to perform properly, the Judges shall order up the offender and run the non-offending Dachshund until they are satisfied, calling for an additional rabbit or rabbits if required....

6-M. Should there arise at any time during the running of a heat a question concerning the actual running of the Dachshunds that is not provided in these procedures, the judges shall handle the situation in a manner not contrary to these procedures, and shall so decide the matter as to give each Dachshund an equal opportunity.

6-O. ....When Dachshunds have been laid on a line together or have harked in to one another, the duties of the handlers shall cease until further instructed by the judges. The handler shall at all times keep back of the judges and Dachshund unless otherwise instructed by the judges. Judges shall enforce these requirements at all times.

DEALING WITH MISCONDUCT AT AMERICAN KENNEL CLUB EVENTS

Guide for Event Committees

SECTION IV.  CONDUCT PREJUDICIAL TO THE SPORT

…One test in connection with any kind of scene or altercation occurring during an event is whether a family attending an event for the first time would be likely to decide, after witnessing such an incident, that the sport is not for them.  …Among the kinds of conduct that may occur are: a demonstration of dissatisfaction with a judge's decision, including refusal to accept a ribbon or throwing a ribbon on the ground;* altercations with officials or participants; abusive or foul language in public; and mistreatment of a dog.  …As in any sport, conduct that may, in the opinion of the committee, be prejudicial to the sport, can take other forms that do not fall within these descriptions.

*Judges are advised to report to the Event Committee any abusive language directed to them or any refusal to follow their instructions, as well as any improper suggestions or requests they might receive to favor a particular dog. Such reports are required not so much for the protection of the individual judge, as to protect the integrity of the sport.
DCA 06 – FIELD TRIALS AND EARTHDOG TESTS

LOCATION -

The Field Trials and the Earthdog Tests will be held on the grounds of the Lookout Beagle Club, off I-75 in north Georgia, near the TN State line. These are the “premier” beagle grounds in Georgia (and the southeast) with 2 fully fenced 25 acre running grounds with varied terrain and good visibility, other partially fenced running grounds, a large clubhouse with 3 bathrooms, shower, full kitchen and room for the TAC annual awards dinner. 30+ hookups with power and water are available for RVs, and there is ample parking for other vehicles. The Lookout Beagle Club members have worked hard over the past 2 years both to improve the running grounds and to maintain an adequate number of rabbits.

Earthdog Tests will be held on the grounds in areas outside the running grounds. Field practice will be allowed for a fee and with restrictions in the partially fenced running areas.

FIELD TRIALS –

DCMA Trials will begin on Wednesday, March 29, and end on March 30. DCMA is also offering a Senior Sweepstakes, open to dogs and bitches 10 and older, who will be braced, scored and placed in a first series only stake, following the DCMA trial judging and awards, on Thursday March 30.

DCA Trials will begin after the Senior Sweepstakes on Thursday, March 30, and end with Absolute on Friday, March 31.

Judges are pending AKC approval.

EARTHDOG TESTS –

DCMA Earthdog Tests will be held on Saturday, April 1, open to all eligible breeds.

DCA Earthdog Tests will be held on Sunday, April 2, open to dachshunds only.

Judges are pending AKC approval.

TAC ANNUAL MEETING AND THE AWARDS DINNER –

The TAC Annual Meeting is planned for Thursday evening at the Clubhouse following judging.

The TAC Awards Dinner is planned for Friday evening, following DCA Field Trial Awards, at the Clubhouse.

DCMA is planning for a great time for all!

MOTELS

The closest motels are in LaFayette GA, about 15 minutes from the grounds.

These currently will allow dogs:

Key West Inn – 706-638-8200 866-253-9937 - www.keywestinn.net/lafayette

Days Inn – 706-639-9362 – www.daysinn.com

Other motels can be found in Ringgold, GA

MORE INFORMATION YOU MAY WANT!

Field Trial: Chair – Robert Schwalbe 706-693-7142 reschwalbe@yahoo.com

Field Trial Secretary – Penny Wimer 404-298-9132 pjw890@aol.com

Earthdog Chair – Gail LaBerge 770-271-7246 outland@laberge.org

Earthdog Secretary – Penny Wimer 404-298-9132 pjw890@aol.com

RV parking, camping, and meals for the Field Trials and Earthdog Tests MUST be reserved in advance and pre-paid. There will be a reservation form included in the Premium List. Contact Robert Schwalbe for any questions.  If you want to map directions, use Catlett, GA, as a destination, near the beagle grounds.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	FIELD TRIALS

	20 YEAR COMPARISON (1985-1990-1995-2000-2005)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Year
	West
	South*
	Central
	East
	TOTAL

	 
	Region 1
	Region 2
	Region 3
	Region 5
	Region 4
	Region 6
	 

	1985
	6
	2
	0
	0
	2
	5
	15

	1990
	6
	0
	0
	0
	10
	6
	22

	1995
	12
	0
	0
	0
	15
	11
	38

	2000
	12
	2
	3
	5
	16
	15
	53

	2005
	16
	6
	8
	6
	18
	16
	70

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	* First licensed trials held in 1996.

	The first National Field Trial was held in 1985.

	The number in BOLD includes the National trial.



































Visit us on the web at: http://www.modempool.com/csmith/voice.htm

Visit the TAC website at: http://www.modempool.com/csmith/tac.htm
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