Dachshund Club of America Canine Legislative Committee Emergency Update 

Sunday, February 10, 2008 
Kitty Adair

Dachshund Club of America Canine Legislative Committee Co-Chair 

(This will be a weekly, or sooner, emergency update for legislative information which cannot wait until the weekly report..  Thanks to all for suggestions.)  
Arizona:  

1.  HB 2516 (MSN bill/AZ PAWS):   According to AKC it has been assigned to committees.  It is imperative we get rolling with letters, emails, phone calls and the like.      For specific information regarding how to contact the committee, who to contact, what to say in a letter or email or fax, go to the following AKC article:  http://www.akc.org/news/index.cfm?article_id=3424 
California:     


1.     Los Angeles:   MSN.  It was "officially" announced in Los Angeles City Council that Item 31 (File 07-1212 mandatory spay/neuter, City of Los Angeles) will be "continued" for February 12th "without objection."   The regular Agenda has already been posted for next Tuesday, http://lacity.org/clk/councilagendas/clkcouncilagendas350580_02122008.pdf  ,  but File 07-1212  is listed on the Supplemental Agenda here:   http://lacity.org/clk/councilagendas/clkcouncilagendas350610_02122008.pdf  The meeting will be held at the John Ferraro Council Chamber, Room 340, City Hall, at 10:00am.  NOW, is the time to let these council members know why this is a BAD idea!   To contact ALL of the city council members, go to:  http://www.lacity.org/council.htm   You can go to www.Paws4Laws.com  & send an email against this proposal from there, too.  
New Hampshire:    


To be HEARD on Tuesday, February 12, 2008 – The Senate Public & Municipal Affairs Committee will hold public hearings on 3 important bills.  Room 101.   Times are listed.  A listing of Committee members to contact is at 
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/ns/billstatus/commmail.asp?commcode=S27    


1.     SB 375 (Allowing veterinarians to notify town clerks about euthanized dogs.):  8:30am   DOGS Concerns: This bill is a priority for members' advocacy! The bill creates unwarranted restrictions on breeding for those with group and commercial licenses. If it seeks to control the dog population, then it ignores the hundreds of dogs that are being brought into New Hampshire from other state's shelters. The bill allows "restraint of trade" by artificially manipulating the sale and transfer of a product in a manner that reduces competition and gives one type of vendor an unfair advantage. It is no different than the state legislating that only dealers of Ford cars can sell over 100 cars annually.
2.     SB 504 (Restricting the number of puppies sold by group and commercial licensees.):  8:45am   DOGS Concerns: Your input is needed. The bill appears to be a way to avoid having municipalities contact dog owners for licensure renewals when the pet was euthanized but there may be privacy or veterinary clinic issues.
3.     SB 513 (Relative to fighting dogs.):   9:15am    DOGS Concerns: DOGS supports the bill but would like to see it amended to that property forfeiture be "upon conviction" to keep it consistent with 644:8-a, the effective date be upon passage rather than 1/1/09 and that money forfeited be deposited into the state's spay/neuter fund.  
South Carolina:  

1.  SB 833 (Anti-Tethering):  Heads to the Full Judiciary Committee and will be HEARD on Tuesday, FEBRUARY 12, 2008, Room 105, Gressette Building, 2:00pm!    Contact info:  212-6634.  NEED to MAKE some Noise!  
Judiciary
	McConnell, Glenn F. , Chm.
	Ford, Robert 
	Gregory, Chauncey K. 

	Jackson, Darrell 
	Martin, Larry A. 
	Rankin, Luke A. 

	Elliott, Dick 
	Hutto, C. Bradley 
	Anderson, Ralph 

	Hawkins, John D. 
	Ritchie, James H. "Jim" , Jr.
	Knotts, John M. "Jake" , Jr.

	Malloy, Gerald 
	Sheheen, Vincent A. 
	Campsen, George E. "Chip" III

	Cleary, Raymond E. III
	Lourie, Joel 
	Scott, Randy 

	Williams, Kent M. 
	Vaughn, Lewis R. 
	Ceips, Catherine C. 

	Campbell, Paul G. , Jr.
	Massey, A. Shane 
	


Virginia:     


1.     HB 538( VA’s AB 1634/PAWS):   The bill passed out of the Appropriations subcommittee on Thursday, February 07th, with amendments raising the threshold number to 30 bitches total for the year, eliminating the fire suppression system requirements, and raising the age at which dogs count against the limit of 50 from 4 months to one year. Our side was up against HSUS's five paid Richmond professional lobbyists, its DC personnel and numerous very well coordinated local semi-pro activists.  The amended bill info is located here:  
http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?081+ful+HB538H2   According to Walt Hutchens:  “When considering the effects of the bill, none of that really matters very much. It's still a bill that will bother very few hobby or small scale home breeders in the first year or two but will be catastrophic for the supply of dogs in Virginia as today's established (known to authorities, taxpaying, licensed by USDA if selling wholesale) commercial breeders are replaced by imports, pickup truck gypsies, and 'puppy moonshiners.'   In most cases the new people won't collect/remit sales tax, pay income tax, give a guarantee that means anything, know squat about breeding dogs, be there if you have a problem, or have any particular reason to follow our state's animal welfare laws. Boy ... what progress.  And the law that will be proposed to fix THOSE problems will get us all, making the legal breeding of dogs nearly impossible in our state. Yep, '2026' could arrive in Virginia before 2015.  Bad for our state, bad for pet owners here and bad for taxpayers who'll have to pay for trying to enforce the laws against the wave of ignorant and often fast-buck artist new people supplying the dogs. Of course it will be absolutely terrible for the dogs.  It's impossible to predict how HB 538 will progress from now on. The Senate SHOULD be even harder for us, because of the Democratic majority there. On the other hand, the bill is starting to acquire a certain stink, and of course we are busy keeping it warm and turning on the fans.  I know that a lot of you are at work because our Richmond Correspondent reports that Appropriations subcommittee members got a lot more email and calls AGAINST HB 538 than for it.”  

“If you haven't done so, please try to get out the emails to the rest of the Appropriations Committee, and do call.  "Not just a bad idea, but a budget-buster, because the Fiscal Analysis ignores the fact that the bill will cause a lot of small-scale shady importing and breeding to start up."

Following is the contact info for the full House Appropriation Committee. I've moved the subcommittee (that you may already have written) to the end. This committee meets M-W-F, 1/2 hour after adjournment, so that will be sometime in mid-afternoon and we do expect HB 538 to be heard then.

Chairman
Lacey E. Putney
(804) 698-1019
email: DellPutney@house.state.va.us

Robert Tata
(804) 698-1085
email: DelBTata@house.state.va.us

Phillip A. Hamilton
(804) 698-1093
email: DelPHamilton@house.state.va.us

Riley E. Ingram
(804) 698-1062
email: DelRIngram@house.state.va.us

Joe T. May
(804) 698-1033
email: DelJMay@house.state.va.us

R. Steven Landes
(804) 698-1025
email: DelSLandes@house.state.va.us

S. Chris Jones
(804) 698-1076
email: DelCJones@house.state.va.us

James M. Scott
(804) 698-1053
email: DelJScott@house.state.va.us

Johnny S. Joannou
(804) 698-1079
No email

Robert H. Brink
(804) 698-1048
email: DelRBrink@house.state.va.us

Onzlee Ware
(804) 698-1011
email: DelOWare@house.state.va.us

Algie T. Howell, Jr.
(804) 698-1090
email: DelAHowell@house.state.va.us

Danny C. Bowling
(804) 698-1003
email: DelDBowling@house.state.va.us

Mamye E. BaCote
(804) 698-1095
email: DelMBaCote@house.state.va.us

L. Scott Lingamfelter
(804) 698-1031
email: DelSLingamfelter@house.state.va.us

M. Kirkland Cox
(804) 698-1066
email: DelKCox@house.state.va.us

Stephen C. Shannon
(804) 698-1035
email: DelSShannon@house.state.va.us

Rosalyn R. Dance
(804) 698-1063
email: DelRDance@house.state.va.us

Watkins M. Abbitt, Jr.
(804) 698-1059
email: DelWAbbitt@house.state.va.us

Clarence E. Phillips
(804) 698-1002
email: DelBPhillips@house.state.va.us

Clarke N. Hogan
(804) 698-1060
email: DelCHogan@house.state.va.us

John M. O'Bannon, III
(804) 698-1073
email: DelJOBannon@house.state.va.us

Harvey B. Morgan
804) 698-1098
email: DelHMorgan@house.state.va.us

Beverly J. Sherwood
(804) 698-1029
email: DelBSherwood@house.state.va.us
This is the link which will bring you to the House information page, with names, phone numbers & email addys.  http://dela.state.va.us/dela/MemBios.nsf/MWebsiteTL?OpenView  
My thanks goes out to all those who have emailed, called, written, faxed, visited in an effort to defeat AR legislation.  It’s a fight which can be won if we all stick together and work together.  Thanks to everyone who passed on information to me.  
Permission is Granted to forward this weekly alert and thank you for helping others to be aware of the legislative issues within our cities, states, and countries.    Kitty
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