AKC DELEGATE  REPORT – Charles A. Baris

March 2008 Annual Meeting- NYC
Three incumbent AKC Board members were seated at this meeting, Tom Davies, Walter Goodman and Ron Menaker.  Carmen Battaglia was elected for a vacant one-year term. At the Board meeting following the Delegate Meeting, Ron Menaker was re-elected as Chairman.

An amendment to Chapter 3, Section 7 of Rules applying to Registration and Discipline, which would allow a dog's name to be changed provided the dog was whelped in the United States and in cases where the breeder(s) first individually registered the dog, their written consent would be required.  A dog’s name, containing a Registered Kennel Name, cannot be changed without the written consent of the owner of that Registered Kennel Name. This was passed. Of course, as it was reported previously, AKC will record no change in name, after the dog has produced or sired an AKC registered litter or received an award at an AKC licensed or member event.

There have been many differing opinions expressed throughout the Delegate Body and particularly at the Parent Club Delegate meetings regarding the now annual AKC Invitational show.  So many delegates feel that either it should be in the middle of the country or that it should rotate around the country.  There are many objections to having it in areas, such as Long Beach or Louisville, where there has been rampant anti-dog legislation promoters.  It is not possible to move this show annually, as the cost of setting up for the show and the TV broadcast at a particular site requires substantial expense for the set-up needs of a dog show and a broadcast of this event, which only makes sense if the cost is amortized over at least a few years.  In addition, it is very difficult to find a site that has all of the facilities that are available in Long Beach and that has dates available that are required by the AKC schedule.  If AKC can find some new sites that fit all the requirements, they will be delighted, but so far, it has not been a very positive search.  

It has been noted that the public who attend these Invitational shows seems to spend so much of their time at the Meet the Breeds booths. Noting this interest, AKC has been hard at work to figure out a way for “Meet the Breeds” to be held in different cities and show sites around the U.S. during the year.  This would probably serve as an introduction for these new purebred owners to hopefully register their purebred dogs with AKC.  It sounds like it might be a very workable solution/reversal to the ongoing decline in registrations that we have been witnessing during the past few years.

We do need to get new people interested in good dog breeding and exhibiting.  Do check the AKC Website for the excellent educational material that they have available for newcomers and young folks.  Also available is the Criteria for a change in date and site of the Invitational in case you know of a new site that may be available in the near future.

As we reported in December, we must all be watchful re. Anti-dog legislation in our areas.  Do notify AKC's Legislation department at doglaw@akc.org. of any actions in your area.  It is urgent that we all work together to prevent legislation that would be detrimental to our dogs and their breeders.

If you wish to aid AKC's new PAC (Political Action Committee), organization you can find them on the AKC website.  Only Individuals can contribute to PAC to aid in fighting bad dog legislation.  PAC cannot take funds from a Club's Treasury. Funds donated to PAC are not tax deductible.  

We suggest that those who wish to be helpful give to a new 501(c) (3) that has been formed by AKC.  It is the AKC Humane Fund, Inc.  The Fund unites a broad spectrum of animal lovers in promoting the joy and value of responsible pet ownership through education, outreach and grant making.  Contributions may fund grants to organizations that educate adults and children about responsible pet ownership, provide for the health and well-being of all dogs, and/or preserve the human-animal bond.   
